[image: A black background with white text

Description automatically generated]
SOCIETIES COMMITTEE TERMS OF REFERENCE

1. GENERAL

1.1. These terms of reference are with regards to Lancaster University Students’ Union (LUSU) Societies Committee, a subcommittee of the Union Assembly as defined in the Union Assembly Bye Laws.

1.2. Amendments to this Terms of Reference shall be ratified by the current Societies Committee.

1.3. Significant amendments to the terms of reference that alter the fundamental purpose or powers of Societies Committee will also be ratified by the Union Assembly.


2. MEMBERSHIP

2.1. Membership of the Societies Committee shall be:

2.1.1. LUSU Activities Officer, who shall act as Chair.

2.1.2. Seven student members, one individual representing each of the seven Society Leagues.

2.2. Elected members of the Societies Committee must be elected members of a Lancaster University Students’ Union Society executive committee.

2.3. In attendance may be members of the LUSU societies team, and/or other LUSU staff where appropriate. A LUSU staff member shall act as secretary and Chair’s assistant.


3. AIMS

3.1. To provide oversight for student society activity supported by LUSU.

3.2. Act as the panel for society funding allocations, based on the process and criteria set out in Appendix A.

3.3. Act as the decision-making body for accepting new society affiliations, and major changes to the purpose of existing societies, based upon the processes and criteria set out in Appendix B.

3.4. To champion equality, diversity and inclusion within society activity.

2. 
3. 
3.5. To help shape and plan the content and delivery of Society Forums.

3. 
3.1. 
3.2. 
3.3. 
3.4. 
3.5. 
3.6. Provide opportunities for students to feedback on society matters at Lancaster.  


4. POWERS

4.1. Make recommendations to the Societies Team in the following areas:

4.1.1. Society funding applications.

4.1.2. Applications to be a new affiliated society.

4.1.3. Society Awards nominee shortlist.

4.2. Pass actions and policy regarding society activity.

4.3. Make recommendations and submit proposals to the Union Assembly.


5. SOCIETY LEAGUES

5.1. ‘Society Leagues’ are the seven defined categorisations of societies.

5.2. Where ambiguous, a society may self-identify which league it belongs to.

5.3. The Society Leagues are defined as follows:

5.3.1. Academic and Departmental

5.3.2. Creative and Performance

5.3.3. Faith, Cultural and Community

5.3.4. Student Media.

5.3.5. Political and Campaigning

5.3.6. Recreational Sports Societies

5.3.7. Special Interest


6. PROCEDURES

6.1. The Societies Committee shall meet at least twice per term.

6.2. Quoracy for the Committee is 50% of committee members plus one.

6.3. Items seeking the Committee’s approval shall require a simple majority to pass.

6.4. The Committee can make decisions remotely and asynchronously if it is unfeasible to meet to discuss a matter that requires prompt attention.

6.5. Committee Meetings shall be minuted. Once approved these minutes shall be made available upon request.

6.6. Recommendations for society funding applications will be made on criteria set out in Appendix A.

6.7. Recommendations for new societies will be made on criteria set out in Appendix B.




	Date approved by Societies Committee: 
	26/11/2024 

	Date presented to Union Assembly: 
	03/12/2024

	Date of next review: 
	September 2025
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