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Union Assembly Minutes 
Minutes for the meeting held: THURSDAY 24TH APRIL 2025, 10AM – 11:30AM
Agenda Item 1| Introductions

In attendance: Harrison Stewart, Jack Watson, Ella Smith, Ifaz Younus, Lilly-Emma Thynne, Rayhan Ayinla, Christina Mallinson, Carys Smith, Finn Van Breugel, Michael Nyugen, Josie Hyland, Ewan Bell, Isaac Harrison, Robert Braines, Samuel Clark, Edward Rowell, Aroob Alhumaidy, Madison Lardner, Guy Boonyarakyotin.

Apologies: Millie Ni-Elle Ashton, Emily Woods, Cali-Rose Foster, Emmi Wilson, Nicole Robinson, Iman Jalloh, Chris Sanderson, Jess Thorpe, Mozhdeh Mohammadpour Zehaab, Aastha Gupta.

Absent: Em Brooks & Charley Zollinger, Sonny Remmer-Riley, Lottie Maeda, Thomas Evans, Klara Floricic, Aaditi Surana, Ellie Coverdale, Ollie Earnshaw, Niamh McAuley, Nabilah Behrin, Radwa Elsekhily.

Isaac Jacques (Chair) and Leo Metcalfe (Deputy Chair) chaired the meeting. The meeting took place via Microsoft Teams. 

Agenda Item 2 | For Approval | Liberation & Campaigns Review 2025

The meeting was not quorate, so a digital vote was taken for this item after the meeting.

The Chair introduced the agenda item and explained their expectations that members of Union Assembly had read the report and proposals.

Ella Smith introduced the report and explained the reasons behind the initiation of the review. Ella outlined the changes to the LCO roles and the removal of the position of Postgraduate & Mature Students’ Officer. Ella emphasised the past experience of the organisation and office holders.

Ewan Bell – given past engagement in the forums, if the resourcing proposed justified or likely to be used? What if the reforms don’t work?
Ella Smith – they don’t have to use the funding, it does not accrue year-on-year. The big change is that they will now have their own bank account they can spend without having to ask permission of SU staff, similar to society finances.
Student (DG) - I wanted to question the removal of the PGM Officer position. When we encourage people to turn up to voting, students aren't always incentivised to attend. By removing it do we lose representation for a third of the student population?
Ella Smith – we have PG Board as one group of people who can speak on-behalf of postgraduate. We also have PhD Forum that has been built by Academic Reps. If something comes up for mature students, we are prepared to support student-led initiatives. We could also come back to Union Assembly to review this position again in the future.
Michael Nyugen – Why do we want to discontinue the PGM Forum?
Ella Smith – we are not discontinuing the community, we are simply discontinuing the role. Part of the reason we are discontinuing is to provide separation between the mature undergraduate and postgraduate. We are trying to stabilise the forums we have by working with students who already work in these areas.
Michael Nyugen – not every year has a PG Board. If that happened, you would have to rely on PhD Forum so you would lack representation for Graduate College.
Ella Smith – part of the re-emphasis would be to provide more support for PG Board, to ensure it exists.
Jose Hyland - [from the chat] I think it's worth considering that the current PG & Mature Students' LCO role offers no representation because nobody wants to do the job -- the last person to do it quit with a very long list of very understandable complaints about the nature of the role.
Jack Watson – the PGM role is not fit for purpose. The resource is still there but these changes have been pushed forward by postgraduate students. 

The Chair invited attendees to vote to provide an indicative result, pending digital approval following the meeting:

FOR		19
AGAINST	0
ABSTAIN	1

Ella Smith introduced the changes to the International Students’ Forum Terms of Reference. Ifaz Younus explained the current problems faced by the forum and International Students’ Officer. Ifaz spoke about students’ lack of awareness of the forum and the proposed large Annual Meeting.

Student [DG] - Will there be a required number of votes for LCO elections?
Ella Smith – I don’t think so. The meeting will include delegations from relevant societies.

The Chair invited attendees to vote on the International Students’ Forum Terms of Reference to provide an indicative result, pending digital approval following the meeting:

FOR		20
AGAINST	0
ABSTAIN	0

Max Howard [student] introduced the LGBTQ+ Community Terms of Reference and themselves as General Secretary of the current LGBTQ+ Forum. Max explained recurrent issues with students’ lack of awareness of the forum and the need to transform into a community, based upon smaller communities for part of the student body.

Guy Boonyarakyotin – Is there a good reason for the subjects selected for the coordinator posts?
Max Howard [student] - they reflect the four faculties.
Guy Boonyarakyotin – in LEC we don’t quite fit within FST so it could be an issue.

The Chair invited attendees to vote on the LGBTQ+ Community Terms of Reference to provide an indicative result, pending digital approval following the meeting:

FOR		19
AGAINST	0
ABSTAIN	0

The Chair introduced the discussion on the removal of the Postgraduate & Mature Students’ Forum and Officer. 
Ella Smith explained that the role should be discontinued to allow the Union to support and resource existing structures for postgraduate student representation. 

Jack Watson – I would encourage everyone to read the summary of pages 14 and 15.

The Chair invited attendees to vote on the removal of the Postgraduate & Mature Students’ Forum and Office to provide an indicative result, pending digital approval following the meeting:

FOR		19
AGAINST	0
ABSTAIN	0

The Chair introduced the BAME Committee as a replacement for the Racial & Ethnic Minorities Forum. 
Ella Smith explained that the BAME Committee has already been piloted and has an active executive committee. Ella spoke about the continued vacancy in the RAEM Officer role and the work of the BAME Committee to establish itself.

Guy Boonyarakyotin – there is a typo in section 3.1 of the Terms of Reference, it refers to international students.
Ella Smith – thanks, yes we will update that.

The Chair invited attendees to vote on the BAME Committee Terms of Reference to provide an indicative result, pending digital approval following the meeting:

FOR		19
AGAINST	0
ABSTAIN	0

The Chair introduced the Accessibiltiy Community as a replacement for the Students with Disabilities Forum.
Ella Smith explained that the proposal was created by Cerys Evans and Lozzie Szell, with some input from the current Students with Disabilities Officers, who were unable to engage fully. Ella explained the separation of political responsibilities and the operational management of the community. 
The Chair invited attendees to vote on the Accessibility Community Terms of Reference to provide an indicative result, pending digital approval following the meeting:

FOR		18
AGAINST	0
ABSTAIN	0

The Chair introduced the Women's+ Network as a replacement for the Women+ Forum.
Ella Smith presented the proposal and the change to a self-defining women-only election process. Ella explained that the network will meet throughout the year and work to empower the women+ community.

The Chair invited attendees to vote on the Women’s+ Network Terms of Reference to provide an indicative result, pending digital approval following the meeting:

FOR		18
AGAINST	0
ABSTAIN	0

The Chair invited comments about the changes to the byelaws, as part of the proposed changes to liberation fora: Campaigns & Liberation Groups Byelaw, Union Assembly Byelaw, Democracy & Elections Byelaw.

Result of Digital Ratification of Agenda Item 2:

Following the meeting, members of Union Assembly were invited to vote via a secure Microsoft Form to provide a binding vote. These are the results of those votes:

1. Approval for LGBTQ+ Community Terms of Reference
FOR		22
AGAINST	1
ABSTAIN	1

2. Approval for International Students’ Forum Terms of Reference
FOR		23
AGAINST	1
ABSTAIN	0

3. Approval for the removal of Postgraduate & Mature Students’ Officer position and Forum
FOR		19
AGAINST	3
ABSTAIN	2

4. Approval for BAME Committee Terms of Reference
FOR		22
AGAINST	1
ABSTAIN	1

5. Approval for Accessibility Community Terms of Reference
FOR		23
AGAINST	1
ABSTAIN	0

6. Approval for Women’s+ Network Terms of Reference
FOR		22
AGAINST	1
ABSTAIN	1

7. Approval of changes to byelaws (Campaigns & Liberation Groups, Democracy & Elections, Union Assembly)
FOR		22
AGAINST	0
ABSTAIN	2

All proposed changes are approved by Union Assembly.

Agenda Item 6 | Any Other Business

The Chair invited any urgent business.

The Chair thanked Union Assembly for their experience as Chair and closed the meeting.
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